


State of the Federal Regulatory Environment 
for Autonomous Vehicles

September 2023

Ariel Wolf

Chair, Autonomous and Connected Mobility | +1 202.344.4013 | 

awolf@Venable.com



What is the AV “Federal Regulatory Environment”?
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Federal AV Legislation



Raise the Exemption 
Cap

Expand Testing

“Make Inoperative” Preserve Federal 
and State Roles



SELF Drive Act of 2017 (H.R. 3388) –

Introduced by Rep. Bob Latta (R-OH)

AV START Act of 2017 (S. 1885) –

Introduced by Senator John Thune (R-

SD)



© 2023  /  Confidential  /  Slide  7

• Liability. Trial attorneys previously sought to insert language to prohibit pre-dispute arbitration 
for AV road incidents and to preserve state legislative and common law claims.

• Labor. Some lawmakers have expressed concern about potential workforce displacement in the 
trucking industry. Previously introduced AV legislation did not apply to vehicles over 10,000 
pounds.

• Privacy. State and federal policy-makers have questions about data collection in AVs – what data 
is being collected, for what purpose, and through what means – as well as who has control over 
individual and consumer data once collected.

• Grab-bag. Lawmakers have raised other issues such cybersecurity, ADAS, sensor bias, etc.





Prospects for Legislation in 2023?



Congressional Committees

House Energy and Commerce

House Transportation and Infrastructure

Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation



Federal Regulatory Agencies



National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 
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• Standing General Order on Crash Reporting for ADAS Level 2 and ADS  
(“SGO”)

• ADS-equipped Vehicle Safety, Transparency and Evaluation Program (“AV 
STEP”)

• Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (“FMVSS”), “removing barriers”



Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
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• Parts and Accessories Necessary for Safe Operation; Exemption Application 
Docket No. FMCSA-2023-0071

• Safe Integration of Automated Driving Systems (ADS)-Equipped Commercial 
Motor Vehicles (CMVs)



What’s Next in 2024
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Questions?
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© 2023 Venable LLP.

This document is published by the law firm Venable LLP. It is not intended to provide 

legal advice or opinion. Such advice may only be given when related to specific fact 

situations that Venable has accepted an engagement as counsel to address.





Power of the Platform: 
Uber’s vision for a safe, efficient, 
and delightful hybrid network

Florida Autonomous Vehicle 
(FAV) Summit

September 2023

Richard Willder
Global Head of Regulatory 

and Autonomous Policy



A hybrid network seamlessly combines human-driven 
and autonomous transportation 

Uber’s hybrid network seeks to match only opportune AV trips
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Uber’s Autonomous Mobility & Delivery Partnerships

Live now in Los Angeles, Las 

Vegas, Mountain View, Miami, 

Fairfax -- and soon in Phoenix

Key principles of our partnerships:

● Introducing autonomous technology 

where and when it’s best suited 

● Valuing the safety of everyone on

the road

● Respecting customers’ rights to 

security and privacy

Power of the Platform

Drivers & 
Couriers

Partner  
AV fleets

Uber
Platform

Food Grocery

UberX UberX 
Share

Uber 
Green
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Consumer 
Education

Benefits to AV deployment via hybrid network

Favorable 
Experiences

Incremental 

Scaling

Acme, 
Inc



We can begin to realize the 
promise of AVs today by 

deploying them on a platform 
alongside conventional 

vehicles 
22

Power of the Platform
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Ride Together
Uber’s existing platform can optimize the 

matching of shared rides and streamline 

transit connections to reduce the number 

of solo AV trips in a city

AVs + Uber unlocks more & broader value 

Opportunity for All
AVs operating in discrete areas can have 

positive effects beyond their operating 

domain, including for traditionally 

underserved areas and populations, if part 

of a broader system

Safety Progress
Mature AVs can offer greatest benefit to 

roadway safety by getting people out of 

personal cars, not out of buses, trains or 

conventional rideshare
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THE TRANSFORMATION OF MOBILITY

Gregory Crandell
General Manager - USA
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HOLON with exceptional product features like no other in the market

HOLON MOVER IS BEST-IN-CLASS PRODUCT

− World class SDS from Mobileye

− Long range & industry leading 
speed

− Iconic design by Pininfarina

− Inclusive and state-of-the-art
features

− Open hardware interfaces

− Surrounding panorama
windows

− System integrator with 
flexibility in partner selection

Over-the-air-

updates

110 kWh Battery

capacity

Curb weight

2.700 kg / 5,952 lbs

Gross weight

4.600 kg / 10,141 lbs

15 passengers

(10 seated, 

5 standing)
Power:150 kW

Step-in height:

285 mm / 11.2 in

Vehicle Category:

Class III / M2

Autonomous Driving

capabilities according 

to SAE L4

60 km/h /

37 mph max. speed

Up to 

180 miles / 

290 km

2,72 m

8 ft 11 in

2,35 m

7 ft 8 in

4,93 m

16 ft 2 in
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Autonomous mover at the intersection of major mobility trends 
and buyer interests
A  K E Y  C O R N E R S T O N E  F O R  T O M O R R O W ’ S  U R B A N  M O B I L I T Y  C O N C E P T S

End-user cost 
competitiveness

De-congestion
of cities

Safety
systems

Carbon footprint
reduction

Electric
powertrains

Shared on-demand 
mobility

Connected 
vehicle parks

Autonomous 
vehicles

Key mobility trends Key buying factors

Autonomous 
mover
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Florida Automated Vehicle Summit

The Future of AV Innovation and Leadership

Deana Haynes, Director, Commercial Real Estate 

September 2023
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About ChargePoint

+ Vertically integrated software, hardware and services

+ Comprehensive solutions for every charging use case, 

parking scenario and vehicle type

+ Advanced features including energy management, 

pricing policies, access control, driver services and more

+ 172 million charges delivered (and counting)

+ 150+ patents across all aspects of EV charging

31



© 2022 ChargePoint, Inc. 32

“80% of EV charging is done at home — almost always 

overnight — or while a car is parked during the workday.”

— Forbes, 2021

The future of parking lots is electric
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Vehicles in parking lots are starting to look different

33

47% of millennials, 41% of Gen Z and 38% of Gen X are interested in buying an EV.
— Ward’s Auto, 2022

Source: BloombergNEF, June 2023

Passenger vehicle sales Inflection point of sales is in 2030



© 2022 ChargePoint, Inc.

EV adoption is already happening across the country

34
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Ford F150 Lightning
Volvo Recharge XC40

Rivian RT1

Nissan LEAF

Hyundai Kona

Hyundai Ioniq 5

VW eGolf

VW id4

BMW i4

Major auto OEMs are committed to an all-electric future

Chevy Bolt
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